Educated tribals who expose and oppose corrupt practices and
collect data on the problems of corruption in order to represent to the
senior officers are seen as impediments by the corrupt, and harassed by
foisting false cases or threats or actual arrests under draconian law
(TADA). Tribal alienation from the administration, and their identification
with Naxals get accelerated. Naxalism though about 25 years old,
encompasses not only the political, economic and social but also the
cultural life of the tribals.3 Tribal youth value education, 4 and strength
of organization; result is the formation of Gondwana Sangharsha Samitl.

Distortions  of  Development

The Area Development Plans, and location of industries in
backward areas with state funded subsidies and incentives may have
benefited the agriculturists and industrialists, but not the tribal, rural poor
in backward areas. Indeed the quality of life of the backward
communities was disrupted, for they were not integrated into the process
of development. End result is alienation between the rural-tribal poor
and the immigrant urban oriented non-tribal population.

Development that has taken place has not even left the tribal-rural
poor untouched, but has exposed them to social and economic injustice.
The nexus between Naxalism and maldevelopment has been influenced
by the erosion of democratic Values and institutions. For the poor who
became poorer, Naxalism does not represent any ideology but a struggle
for livelihood.

Problem of land reforms, exploitation of tribals, denial of distributive
justice, costly access to the courts of justice and their limitations and
inability to meet the growing problems of injustice, and increasing
awareness of the rights on the one hand and growing disparities on the
other, are at the base of Naxalism.

The educated unemployed tribals who fail to get into the
mainstream of society, and exposed to the distortions of development
are drawn into the whirlpool of Naxalism.

As significant as the problems of development skirting the tribals,
are the processes of counter-development and its impact on the
community. Abrupt exposure of tribals to cash economy (high-wage

3,    Referring to organization of dances by tribals for the benefit of VI Ps, the
tribal youth question whether the non- tribals celebrate Dusserah on any
day of their choice.

4.    Educated tribals are offered a chair by the officials, even if grudgingly,
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